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By Ruining the CoMMERCS of the 
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To his Royal Highneſs 
THE 
PRINCE 


Lord High Admiral of England. 


" 
1 HE following Propoſal for the Se- 
curing of Commerce, could be uo where 
Jo properly addreſs d as to your Royal 
Highneſs, who in your exalted Station can do 
nothing at preſent that will be more for the Se- 
curity of theſe Kingdoms, or for your an Glory, 
than the protecting and maintaining our Trade. 
The French by their practice in the preſent War 
will ſhew, that it's their Opinionthat they can do 
A 2 nothing 


iv The Dedication. 

nothing more fatal to theſe Nations, than the 
ruining their Traffick. For which reaſon I hum- 
bly conceive they will not pretend to engage us at 
Sea ; but laying up their Capital Ships, will in- 
feſt us with their Privateers, and their Cruiſers. 


And indeed, why ſhould they run the Risk of 


eng aging us, when they can deſtroy us without it? 
For by ruining our Commerce, our Navigation 
ſinks, our Seamen are loſt, and our Royal Fleet 


in a very few Vears muſt by conſequence fall. 


The French therefore, with ſubmiſſion to your 
Royal Highneſs, will not pretend to engage us; 
for ſhould they get the better of us, they have 
not leiſure at the preſent juncture to invade us, 


and can reap no Advantage from their Victory, 


but what they may have in a great degree without 


it, and that is the deftroying our. Trade. ; which if 


they can promiſe themſel ves to do, they need not 
run the bazard at preſent of an Invaſion, tho 
they had Leiſure and Troops to attempt it; for 
from the deſtruction of our Traffick they ma) 
promiſe themſelves all the Advantages which they 
could reap from an- Invaſion, without running 
the risk of it. And whereas: an Invaſion would 
be expenſive, as well as hazardous, this other 
way will be gainful as well as certain; ſince the 


rum of our Commerce will impoveriſh us, and 
defpirit 


The Dedication.” v. 
deſpirit us, and bringing us up tame 10 tbeir 
hands, will conquer us without a Blow: For our 
Traffic by frequent Loſſes will be diſcourag d 
and daily leſſen d, and the diminucion of that 
will * our Mamsfactures; the decay of 
Which will aug ment t he Number of the Poor, 
make. the Tenants leſs able to pay their Rents, 
and render the Taxes. at length intolerable, Since 
therefore tis plain, that. the only Deſi gu which 
the French have againſt us at preſent, is to ru- 
in our Commerce, 1 leave it to be determin'd 
by your Royal Highuſs whether. it ought 
not to be our chief care to deſtroy. theirs and to 

preſerve our own ; which if we can effet, we 
may be ſure of the Victory without running the 
venture for it, and barely ſupporting our A- 
lies, and acting defenſively on the Continent, may 
in a few Tears ſee the numerous Armies of our 
Enemies con ſum d and loſt by. Famine. 
But that the Royal Navy of England ike 
is not ſufficient to maintain our Trade, and to de- 
ſtroy theirs, is plain, becauſe it never has done. it. 
For ſince in the ſeparate War which we formerly 
had with Spain, and in that which.we lately had 
with France, our: Loſſes by Sea were very grie- 
vous, notwithſtanding our formidable. $qua- 
drons, and our numerous Cruiſers, how ſhould 


thoſe 


= The Dedication: 

thoſe Squadrons and Cruiſers prevent them in the 
War in awhich we are at preſent engag d againſt 
thoſe potent Kingdoms united? To prevent our 
Loſſes, and to augment theirs, I ſhould be apt to 
believe requires an Additional and a Proportion d 
Force. And ] leave it to your Royal Highneſs 


to conſider whether it is not reaſonable, at the 


time we are making ſuch vaſt preparations againſt 
their Grand Squadrons which will not appear to 


engage us, that ſome effetual Proviſion ſhould 
be made againſt thoſe Robbers which will certain- 


by appear to plunder us. I thought it mi 

be for the Service of the Queen and your Royal 
Hg bneſs, to offer you a Hint of ſuch a Provi- 
fron, by an additional and well-proportion'd Force. 
if that Hint is barely good, your Royal High- 
neſs avill eafily fee that it is highly important: 
For if the French by means of their Pri vaters 
can ſo grievouſly endamage our Trade, at the 
very time that their Grand Fleet dares not ſhew 
it ſelf on the Ocean; I leave it to your Royal 
Highneſs to conſider what a terrible Ravage we 
muſt make in their Traffick, by employing ſuch 
a ſubordinate Force as will be mention d here- 
after: By imploying ſuch 4 Force, I ſay, at 
the ſame time that the Dutch and we with our 


Grand Squadrons, under the auſpicious Conduct 


The Dedication: vi 
of yo. pal be ride the ungueſtioned 


the Main. 
if — Royal Highneſs approves of the follow- 
mg Hint, it can never enter into the Great Council 
by a more Valnable Recommendation, as is lam 
to 3 al the World. by the extraordinary Teſti mo- 
which they are giving of their Eſteem far Tou: 
and the Eben which thoſe awful Aſſemblies 
have ſhewn for You, is a convincing , proof” that 
your Royal Highneſs, tho born a ſtranger to 
145, has not only liv'd for ſo many Years. with 
an unblemiſ 'd Charatter among a People who 
are generally thought to be averſe to S frangers, 
but that the Reputation of your Virtue has gain d 
the Affectianc of all Engliſhmen, even to the 


remoteſt parts of the Kingdom. 
The protecta and maintaining our Commerce, 


will not fail to advance your Royal Highneſs's 
Intereft, and to angment your Glory: For . 

ſuch Cries, ſuch Clamours, nay ſuch 85% 
wire alter H againſt fome Commiſſioners of the 
Admiralty in the late Reigns, for ſuffering by 
their Malice, or their Miſmanagement, our A's 
ing Veſſels to become a Prey to our Enemies; 
What numberleſs Bleſſings muſt be heap'd upon 
your Royal Higbneſs, by a happy People flou- 
riſhing in their Commerce under your auſpicious 
Condat? To 


| {evo 


vii The Dedication; 
Jo detain you no' longer, I conclude with my 
 Fealous wiſhes for the Proſperity of the Queen 
and your Royal Highneſs. May ſhe long reign 
in the Hearts of all ber People, and You reign long 
in Hers; and while She with Mildneſs governs 
the Land, may your Highneſs with Terror con- 
troul the Main, and appear, to the Confuſion of our 
Enemies, the dreadful Wonder of God in the 
Deep. May both the Queen and your Royal 
Highneſs find all her Subjects as ſtrongly in- 
clin d, but much more able to ſerve you, than, 


SIR * 
Dur Royal Highneſs's 
moſt Humble, 
moſt Dutiful, aud 


moſt Obedient Servant, 


Jon Dennis. 
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TH AT: it is * joint · itereſt of all 1 
5 Confederates to ust their utmoſt Efforts 
fs er then putting a ſpeedy End to the 
e preſent War; is plain from hence, That 
al. Delay; will probably be more favourable to the 
French than it willhbe to us: For wherever there 
is A Wutobet wer Conſederate Power on the 
one ſide, and an daited Kbſolute one. on the other, 
Time (if there id any proportion of Strength 
between them) muſt ſubject the Confederate to 
more mn r than | q can the nie Abſolute 
Power. * 

The wakitig a very gelte Effort: at Sea; Will be 
more effectual on our part towards the ſpeedy end- 
ing of the War, than the ſending formidable For- 
ces to Flanders, or any part of the Continent, be- 
cauſe at Land we run a greater Risk, and the Gain 
is not ſo ſignificant. 

The French have more numerous Armies than 
we; and thoſe Armies are very well diſciplin'd ; 
and they have a great many more impregnable 
ela B Gart- 
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686 
Gaxiſons, From which it is evident, that we run 
a Hard at Land-whether we (hall be victorious 


or not; and if we are, the Gain of ſeveral Bat- 


&. 


tels may not conclude the War. 


At Sea he caſe, is yaſtly different, for there 
we 2 = Rule or kb 1 of the Enemy, un- 
leſs we pleaſe our ſelves; this being a thing that 
is yever to he quelizpned, That if, the Nuich and 
"= wh make an fort; we my be Nes of 
tae 24 | 8 N 


' Now this is certain, That if we can continue 


entirely Maſters of the Sea, we muſt put a ſpec- 


dy Bad to the Wat; for our entire 'Command 


o'6&t the Seas muſt; ruin our EHemys Commerce, 


atud that utterly Now Commerce is the only 


Fountain of [Treaſure in Countries that have no 


Mines ; and Silser and Gol, are the only Si- 


news of Wars. which Sinaws, hen they hap- 
pen to be out off. at t be very ohſttucted, 
imd, Impotent, or Paray tik 
But then tlſh at the ſame tima muſt be obſerv d, 
That they only are entire | Maſters of the Sca 
who can command it abſolutely; and they alont 
cn be ſaid do cammand it abſalutely, who fake 
their Maritime Nower anſwer all the Ends for 
which it Was e and theſe are the Defence 
of their Coaſts, che Security of tbeir on Com- 
merde, and the Ruin of that of their Ene- 
miles. | Anand 1 25 
From Which it is plain, that our preſent Ma- 


kite Fortes ure inſufficient to render us entirely 


Maſters of the Seas; for being unable to protect 
88 > - | us 
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— 


us From the French Privateers, they cannot 
out Commerce. But that they are uriable +6 
proteck us from the Frenth Pfvatedre, is evident, 
not only froni Matter of Fact, and the vaſt num 
ber of Veſſels that we loft in the late War, not- 
withftariding that we had above one hundred 
Men of Wat equipp'd on our own part, but from 
the nature of the thing it ſelf: for the French 
Privateers being fo much ſmaller, and Hhghter, at 
leaſt for the generality, than our 'Ships of War 
which cruize cp them, are conſequently ſo much 
ſwifter; and not drawing half the Quantity of 
Water which the Cruizers draw, are by that means 
enabled to eſcape from them in ſhole Water, 
beſides that our Fleet of War is obliged for the 
moſt part to act united. e eee 
But if it is impoſſible to ſecure our own Com- 
merce with our preſent Maritime Power, it is 
by conſequence impoffible to rum that of the 
Enemy; for their Robberies upon the Seas are 
equivalent to n i fogic- weaſure) 
to Commerce: For by means of the aforeſaid 
Robberies they import thoſe Commodities into 
Frimee, for which their Enemies trade for nothing; 
beſides that by this method they ſupply them- 
ſclves with Ships. So that our preſent Maritime 
Power being inſufficient to ruin the Enemies 
Om meh and by = means to ener- 
vate the Sinews of War, is gonſequence in- 
ſulftiert to put à Ms Ed 40 lt Wer, 
But that it is in our Power, with an additional 
Maritime Force, to ſecure our Commerce and ruin 
that of the Enemies, and fo hoy become intirely Maſ- 
* 2 | ters 
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ters. of the Seas, may (I believe) appear. from 


hence, that having more Ships of every Burden, 


and more Scamen than the French, we are as 


able to make an effectual broviſjon agaluſt their 
Pirats and Robbere, as ing their Fleet of War; * 
by which we at once ſecure our rade, and ruin 


that of our Enemies, nay, and ruin it in all the 


Branches of it; not only cuttin 55 off their Cor- 
reſpondence between the a 

but that which they alſo at 
tween one Part o Europe an d angther. 


| Toſhew how this may brou oht to TY is the 


end of the enſuing Lines: In — to the a 


which, I ſhall treat of the Berg Weite 
_ 


OH HE 74006 


"Sandy, h 
a ſetting them forth. 


1001 15 


dies and Europe, 
eſent maintain s 


TD enquire ing a ib | Bei 


mich, Aeg dla aer th 


sil e wubaut HIPS Peop! Ms ela 
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uſed and diſposd. d. 
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Fifa 4 ſhall ew qa Ang ai may 


be reaꝑd d from 
- Sith, 1 ſhall: alder be Objediions, 
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Fourth, 1 wah ew boy d theſe Ships are to be 
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Firſt then, Beſides the Grand Royal Fleet, 
which in conjunction with the Dutch, we ſuppoſe _ 
to be more than an cqual Match for the whole 
French Royal Navy; not only in the Channel, 
but in the Strait, too, and the We Iadies, ac- 


cording to the ſeveral Squadrons: We next ſup- 


poſe a ſubordinate Flcet to be £quipp*d, which for 


the moſt part is to act diſtinctly from the other, 
and to conſiſt of two hundred Veſſels &ngliſb, and 
two hundred Dutch, the beſt Sailers that the Queen 
and the States can light of, all of them containing 
one with another two hundred Tuns a Veſſel ; the 
whole to be arm'd with ten thouſand Exgliſb, and 
ten thouſand Dutch, who ate to he a fifth part Ma-, 
riners, and the reſt Marines The Number of Guns. 
in every Veſſel to be proportioned to the bigneſs 
of the Veſſel, and the Number of rue Ye The 
Captain of every Veſſel to have the Queen's and, 
the State's Commiſſions, by which they are to, be. 
authoriz,d to ſcowr,the Scas of Privateers and 
Pirats; But they who, have the Queen's Cmmiſſi- 
ons, are not like the Veſſels of the 10 Fleet to 
carry the Royal Flag, beczuſe ig caſe of à manifeſt 
Diſadvantage they ate. to, Pe allowed. go run, 
which che Honour of, Exglgzd: Will dor allow to. 
MEER i ee a0 mee e b ict 


I I come now to ſay ſomething of the Expence of 
Equippiog this Fleet; and without pretending to 
an exact Calculation, I ſhall content my ſelf with 
coming ſomething near to it. Let us allow then 
200000 J. per Aunum for the Hire of the Ships for 
Out. 


Þ 990 


1384 


(/1&) LY 
Our, Fr of the, Ex pence, and as much for the 
"7 


4300000 J. per annum for us, and as 


11 25.5 — 3 6.4 1 
05 >< Dutch, for the Wages of the Men, 
their. Proviſion and Ammunition; and having. 


done that, let us proceed to the Method of defray- 
ing ſo conliderable r 
Nothing can be more natural than to conclude 
that ſince this additional Expence is otigmalfy aud 
immediately employ'd forthe defence of the Mer. 
chants, that they thould be obligd to defray it, 
who principally derive, their Security ftom it. 
*Tis true, the whole Nation will ſhare in the De- 
fence which. they will receive from it; but the 
Merchants will have the principal Stare in the 
Gain, of *which it is bit reaſonable” that they 
ſhould contribute a part to fupport it, eſpecially 
fince they will derive the Security of theit Gain 
from that very Conttibution. Let us ſuppoſe 
chen, that every one ſhould be oblig d to enſure 
at the rate of 5 /. per Cent. Exports, and 10 J. 
per Cent, Imports, (take one Place wi ano- 
cher) and that this Infuravce Mony, according 
co the valne of Imports and Exports, as they have 
been valued by late Cmputations, the Imports at 
berween ſeyen and eight Millions, and che Ex- 
ports at between four and five, will amount to a 
Million of Sterling Mony. So that 500000 l. be- 
ing allowed on our 5 and as much on that 


the Dich for the Hire of the Ships, the Wa- 


geb of the Men, their Am munition and Proviſion, 
there remains 500000 J. to us, and 500000 /. to 
the Durch, to make good che Loffs. 
4 

wk : | But 
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Zut now as every Merchant is oblig d to en- 
ſure, the Queen is ſuppos d to become the Gene- 
ral Enſurer for us, and the States for the Dich * 
And this Enſurance Mony is to be paid down at 
the Cuſtom-Houſe, at the ſame time with the Cul- 
toms, to prevent a new Creation of Officers, 
which may be troubleſome and expenſive. But 
one thing I forgot to add, That tho the Queen is 
ſuppos d to be General Enſurer, yet ſhe is always 
to except the Danger of the Sea it elf, for Rea- 
ſons ſo obvious, that they are needleſs to be in- 
ſiſted on here, and is only to enſure the Mer- 
chants againſt all Captures; and that the other En- 
ſurance againſt the Danger of the Seas, may be 
prattisd by thoſe who undertake it in time of 
Peace. But then in caſe it would be more for 
the Queen's Convenience, that ſome of the Enſu- 
rance Mony for the Imports ſhould be paid at the 
reſpective Foreign Ports from which the Ships ſet 
forth, becauſe this Method in ſome laces, parti- 


eularly in the Straits, and the Veſt. Indies, may 


ſave the Queen the trouble and charge, and delay 
of Remittances in that caſe ; it may be provided 
that the Mony be paid to the Queen's Governor, 
or Conſul reſiding at or near the reſpective Ports; 
and that Debentures may be given by the afore- 
ſaid Governors or Conſuls, to the Value of each 

Receipt. | 5 


I come to ſhew how this ſubordinate Fleet 
may be imploy d and diſpos'd for the Service of 
the Nation. | e 


1 


(13) 
"1 tippotc then that $6 6f chem ſhould be i always 
cruiſiog in the Seas between England and Holland; 
twenty between Oftend and Calais, which takes in 
Dunkirk; five berwen Calas and Haver de Grave ; 
five. Fetten Hauer de Grate and La H. ague z "Be. 
fore St. Malo twenty; in the Chops of the Chan- 
nel and the Triſh Seas forty ; South-Weſt of Ire- 
"land twenty 3 F Bay of Biſcay thirty; Coaſts of 
"Spain 14 e Ocean thirty; which Numbers com- 
puted de two huhdred in all. The remaiti- 
ing two hundred are to be thus employed; An 
bundred of them are to accompany the Royal 
Squadron to the Straits, there to ſeparate from, 
and to act diſtinctiy (unless necellity. require o- 
cherwiſe) and fit) to erbize in the Mediterrane- 
an ; thirty in the Gf of Venite, and twenty in 
the Archipelago, The remaining hundred to be 
thus diſpos d of; Threeſcote and ten of them to 
be ſent 16 the gt. lee, ftp of chem to act on 
the Coäſts of the Spariſh-Indies, in conjunction 
with the Buccaneers; and the Other twenty on the 
Coaſts of 'New-England and New-York ; and the 
remaining thirty are to be ſent to the: Coaſts of 
e Gal. 


7202 % 12301 1 tt 5 * 15 : 
Let us h 8000 Tay - A ofa: concerning "the Ad- 
varitage which we ſhould receive from employ- 
ing ſo numerous a Force in the forementiond man- 
ner. 

Firſt,” We ſhall by this means effectually ſe- 
cure our Commerce; for if during the late 
War, · we did not loſe above one Ship in 
four, in the time of the greateſt Miliband. 
ment, 


4 
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ment, it is very probable, we hall not loſe above 
one in twenty now. | 

If there thoald be no ciſinanagement in the 
preſent Wat, yet our Grand Fleet Would never 
be able wholly to ſecure our Commerce; for the 
French Privateers would be too nimble for our 
Men of War, and our own Privateers (if we 
(hould {ct out any) would ſcarce ever” attach) 
thoſe of the Enemy; but it would be the main 
part of che buſineſs of this ſubordinate Fleet to 
attack the French Privateers, and if it were ſup- 
ported and ſuſtained by our Cruizers, we bave 
no reaſon to doubt, but that in a very little time 
it would be able to clear the Seas of them; 0 
that by this Method, in all probability, we ſhoald' 
ſave the Nation thoſe vaſt Sums, which our Loſſes 
would otherwiſe amount to. Beſides, as e 
means we ſhould ſecure our Commerce, we 
expedite Trade; and by 8 it, in ſome 
meaſure: double 1t; becauſe none of our trading 
Veſſels would be e to _ r Convoys. 


" Fate, Ab) this 8 ſhould feeareo\ or 
on Commerce, we ſhould rum that of the 
French; and I leave it to any one to judg. W 
ther fifty of theſe Ships in the Weſt-Indies, a 
ia concert with the Buccaneers, and diſtinctiyʒ 
from our Roya Squadron (unleſs there ſhould" 
prove at any time a neceſſity ſor their acting joint-/ 
y would not cut off all manner of Intercourſe 
between France, Spain, and the Meſt- Indies, and 
hiader the Importation of Bullion, and the Paſ-' 
lage of their Plate Fleeis? by which alone they 


81 1 2 can 
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can, pretend to be formidable: And whether it 
would not prove the moſt effectual Method for 
the ſeizing upon ſeveral Places there, which! at 
the end of the War remaming our own by Treaty, 
would ſerve to defray the Charges of it? Beſides, 
Lleave it to any to conſider, whether the Royal 
Squadron to be ſent to the Heſt· Indies, acting 
(as it might do) upon an (Emergency in con- 
cert with this additional Foree, might not ſeize 
upon the moſt important Places which the Sani- 
ards hold in thoſe Part?s?? 
By the Squadron of theſe ſubordinate Ships, 
which we ſhould have in the. Straits (diſtinctly 


by our Men of War): the Dutch and We ſhould 


be enabled to ſecure the Turi) Trade to our ſelves; 
we ſhould, as it were, inveſt the Kingdoms of 


MNMubles and Sixily, and be inſtrumental in redu- 


er e .!raiſe the Cre! 
dit of the Emperor Wich thebRort, and fin the 
Reputation of the French ptey on both ſides che 


Ecclefiaſtical. State, not only upon! the Mfeuiter- 


© 


ranean Coaſts adjacent to Oſtia and Civita Vecchia, 


but likewiſe.upon the-:Adriatich, Shote, adjoining 
tg,'Ceſennate, Pejaro; | Ravenna, Ann Rimini, 
&c-;\gncgurage: the Venetian to detlare for the 


the alias Princes. This Squadron cruizing 
in the Medijerranton, whilſt the Royal Squadron 
cher 'd the Fteuah, woüld lamentably haraſs che 
Speniſb Coaſts, and utterly intercept. their Trade 


courſe between France and Spain, and be a ſevere 
Bridle upon the Heringe M’. 
995 | 9 e 


n ht Side, and be a tertible Rwe upon the reſt 


whale chat in the Ocean would binder the Inter- 
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(5) 
To come nearer home, the French would hæve 
no Correſpondence by Sea betweenone: par sf 
France and another; Their Coaſters in an 
ikelihood would be a perpetual Prey to us: No- 
thing could be tranſported from Dunkirk to Breſt, 
or from Breſt to Duakirk, unleſs it ſhould be by 
Land-Carriage, which would put the ' French 
King to à prodigious Expence ; beſides, we ſhould 
hinder their Traffick to Denmark and Sweden, aud 
Hamborough, and the reſt of the Northern Ports, 
from which they have not only their Naval Stores, 
but their beſt Timber. | * 
Beſides all this, we ſhould ſecure on? Newt al7le 
Trade, and fo provide in ſome meaſüte for the 
Relief of the Poor, and defend and ſupport the 
Fiſhery both of England and Holland, intercept 


the Commerce of our Enemies here, and of thoſe = 


in France; interrupt the nightly Traffck of our 
Owlers, which is ſo pfejudicial to the: Woollen 
Manufacture, and prevem and obſtruct all manner 
of Smugling and running of Goods, and {& advance 
the Cuſtoms 3 ſuſtain ide Commeret uf gur Weſ- 
tern Potts, Which in dhe late War were ruin d, 
eicher for want of Cortyoys, or by too high an 


Inſurance. All this we might do by this ditional 


Force rightly manag d, and according to the Ne- 
ceſtity of Time and Pluce ſupperted and dack d 
by our Cruizers Beſides? Wee ſubordinate Vel- 
ſels repairing to our Coats pom ahy Ndceſſity] as 
to Deal, Sandwich, or the Hike, while Winter 
conſtraitis our great Ships! ee keep che Harbour, 
might põον a iddmirble Ounrortts'our Roy? 
Navy, i which i the nHνhů] Butwalk of. NI. 
1s C 2 More- 


(16) 
Moreover, they might be ſerviceable. in tranſ- 


or ibe r ia bombarding any of 


their Ports; and the Marines by frequent Deſcents 
might continually ſpoil their Coaſts. 


To all this I — add, that by employ ing the 


Marines deligned for. this Subordinate F leet, we 
ſhould eſtabliſh a numerous Nurſery of Seamen ; 
who as ſoon as the War is over, may be made ue 
of in recovering the Fiſhery of Greenlant and 
Newfoundland, and reſtoring the Northern Fiſhe- 
r 
come now to anſirer Objections, which are 
chiefly Five. The 
Firſt is, That the Merchants would think this a 
1235 hardſhip upon them. 
The Second, That the Dutch would not com- 
ply with it. 
The Third, That the French Privateers would 


out-number, and conſequently over-pow'r 
them. 


The Fourth, That the Mony ſet apart for the 
making good the Loſſes, might prove inſuf - 


ficient, and ſo bring the Nation more into 
Debt. 


T be Fifth, That this would be-a needleſs Pre- 
paration, becauſe our own Privateers encour 
30 rag d, would anſwer the end. ; 


Hardſhip upon them. To which I anſwer, That 


this, way of proceeding would make the Mer- 


chams Gain more certain, tho, it might not make 
hr ran If the 2 them were to be 


porting our Soldiers to any of the Coaſts of France, 


5 Firſt, That the Merchants 3 think this. 
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(17 )) 
intolcrable;: nay very grievous qr perpetuah wes 
might be enclio'd to brar with their QGompfaints, 
and to indulge the Frailties of Human Nature: But 
ſince they are to be but ſlight, we muſt beg leave 
to:tell them, that at a time when; their Religion, 
their Liberty, nay the whole of that very Proper- 
ty; fot à ttifliag part of which they appear ſo 
much eoneern'd, is at ſtake, they ſhew themſelves: 
unreafonable to ſet an inconſiderable Overplus of 
ſordid Gain in the Balance againſt: all this; nay, 
they ptocetd contrary to the Maxims by which 
they are guided even in their own. Commerce; 
for they make nothing of hazarding fave hundred 
Pounds, that they may draw a thouſand home 
from the Indies. How then can they reaſonably: 
murmur at the paying a ſmall Sum to the Queen, 
which will not much burden them, for the Securi- 
ty of all which they are to trade during the 
War, and all they inherited or acquired beſore, 
eſpecially ſince this is a Maxim among them, that 
what is ſau d, is. get? But they are but a Part of 
that great Body, the People, and they ought not 
to repine at any little Inconvenience, if it tends 
to the Defence of the Whole, becauſe the whole can 
never be ruin d, but the Parts too muſt be de- 
{tr oy'd: If there remain any. few among them; 
who are ſo unreaſonable as not to be ſatisfy d wich 
what has been: ſaid, they are deſit d to eonſider, 
that they are but a Part of the whole Body of the 
Merchants, and at is unreaſonable in them to re- 
pine at what the State thinks neceſſary for the De- 
ſence of tbemſelves and their Brethren, and the 


common Security of Trade. But —— 
a1 reaſo- 


(erg) 
reaſonablenoſs appear ſtill: greater, I ſhall conſider 
then in their different Capacity, for alb the Mer! 
chadisby the preſent War are reduced under one 
of · theſe three Heads; They who are Inſurers ; 
They; who luſureg Or they who tun the Ven- 
tue z H t ed D no garde 1190? 
% They who are Inſurers, will infallibly! op- 
poſe this Deſign, becauſe it will oppoſe their 
Gain: But the unreaſonableneſs of theſe People 
Wilk appear ſtom hence, that they have a mind to 
beide only:Gainets by what the Publick daes for 
the Securuy of Trade g; far even in the condition 
in hichi things ate at preſent; thoſe Ships which 
will be preſerved, muſt be protected by our Men 
af Mar, and therefore I think it very unreaſona- 
ble thit the Gorerament ſhould: be at the Charge 
of ſending oui Con vy to protect the Merchants, 
and that tie Fews ( for ſuch in the late War were 
of the Inſurers) ſhould be paid for it; for T 
noone believes that they can contribute any 
wing tor the. Security of any one Sbip for which 
they may undriwiite. But their Uureaſonableneſs 
may appeur yet further from this, That theſe Pev- 


private Gain Im duf late Wary ſeveral of our 
moſt! conſiderabl e Merchants left off their Trade 
tbitumm luſurers, i mean; cither left it vvholly off, 


or im a great pmt ; by weliich'chere followed two 


Inconveniences to the Publick: for, firſt, the Lx. 
tont of the Trade vas reduc'd tola narrow com- 
paſi yr andy uoindiy; the King% Cuſtoms wyere 
ednhderably:ldfiar' der; And will theſe Men habt 
d fate- 10 cell the Government chat they oupht 


21327 tO 


ple ate for hazarding the Publick in hope of their 
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( 
to teject the preſent Deſign; becanſe their im 
— it would infallibly put theſe People out o 
_— of doing the Publick che ſame Miſchief 
AN dt 1 9115 en Ae 
| But now let us;come to thoſe who in ca 
War are reſolv d to; Inſure: And fox theſe | 


* 


tlemen I deſire only in ſhort to ask them two or 
three Queſtions. Pirſt, Whether they had ra- 


ther the Qucen and the Publick ſhould get that 
Mony wbich they are refolyd to part h for 
their private Security, or a few. Idee erſons 
who bave no relation at all to, and perhaps are 
mere ſtrangers to them? Sccondly, Whether they 
aide. thee ar abrupt e 
ecube them ur wo cannet Goyernment 
h ſulvable ino caſe of — 

often fail; no fort. of People in the late War 

ing mare known to Wrack than the Body of Ta 
ſurers. But e do not, S N en 
an the/beſt: can ſerure but the prime Co 6, Hippo 
fing the Deabng. co be. direct and, fair; betwee 

then; nor even the whole prime Goſh, 15 
the Inſurers pay but ſeventy five op eighty, Pounds 
for a hundred whereay, the Government not on 
ſecures the prime. Coſt i and the hole prime Colt, 


but by ſcowring che dea, according to the ſcope 


of the preſent Deſign, ſecures their Gain too ima 


very great degree, and hy ſo doing configms. i it. 


ſelf, which is a double Security to 1 . far 
they would: have little cauſe to boaſt of their 
Gain, if after having thriven in their 9 5 
Capacity, they ſhould be undone at lalt with 
the Publick They. ought to ; conſider, then, 


45} that 


with their Mony to thoſe, who can 
whereas private! EP | 


* — 
tat Aue private Perſons they 
males n e etal for the Publick, with 
which: — mut ſtatid er fag and a verydnvalid 
one in che mean while for themſelves, becauſe pri. 
vate Pot ſbhs WH ippeartd be the moſt conſidera- 
ble; Are often ſeen to be utterly undone in a mo- 
ment. Whereas by paying this Tnfurance-Mony 
to the Publick, they Wa un effectual Pro viſion 
for that, and and Security for themſtlves 3 be- 
cauſc, by procee ding thus they ure certain not 
to fall, *unlely che Government falls with them, 
without which they cannot ſtand. In ſhore, 1 de- 
ſire to ask cheſe Gentlemen, Whether fince: the 
Lofs-of every Map, who lives/under;the:Protec- 
tion of che Government; isa Loſs: to the Publick. 
which no 'private Inſurer ever did, or can pretend 
to make good; it is not very reaſdnable, nay very 
natural, that the Publick ſhould: be enabled to 
provide effectualz agahnſtir? g 1d ator 
But now let u cte to the Merchant Ad ven. 
turer, who' neither underwrites, nor inſures, but 
is reſolv d to run the Risk. He is in a we 


and ſanguine Conditiop, both his Veins and his 


Cons re full, and conſequeniiy he is enclined to 
Hons the beſt; 40d he is willing to vemure, becauſe 
ſucckeds, N Gain will be more confiderable: 


does not ſucceed. But Fortune, he ſays, has been 
favourable to bim hitherto; and why ſhould he 


doubt of her being ſo for the future? Why, ſor 
= very yon. becauſe ſhe has been favourable 
TR ud the: Reaſon is good, ' conſidering 
dwetelbwey He would be a foolifh _ 

er 


her uſual 


Tis true, but then ſo will his Loſs provided he 
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will be fewer, unleſs we take effectual and timely 


(a7) 
ſter that ſhould be confident of his winning in the 
latter part of the Night, becauſe he had Luck in 
the former. Well, but if he has a Loſs, he is ve- 
ry well able to bear i it 3 but then he i à great deal 
better able to bear the Inſurance Mony, and there - 
fore ought the leſs to cepine at it: For ſſnee what- 
ever he loſes is fo much — _—_ 
every Maris ftogle Property is infallibly part 
the National Stock, I beheve it will be Bd but 
reaſonable, that what he gets ſhould likewiſe be a 
Gain to the Publick. But that he who is able to 
bear a Loſs, is better ableto bear the Inſurance, is 
plain from hence, That during the time of the late 
War, when the Privateers made moſt havock, there 
was about one Ship loſt in four, ſo that but three 
patts in four, both of the Imports and Exports, 
went and came ſaſe; whereas the Inſurance will 


not amount to above a fixth part of each. Couſi- 


dering that in the preſent War, our Euemies 
will be more numerous, and our Ports abroad ſew - 
er: we have no reaſon to believe that our Loſſes 


care, ſo that our Adventurer very well loſe 
one Ship in three ; and if Fortune ſhould prove 
ſevere to him, one in two. Since therefore he can- 
not foreſee the future, is it not a moſt unreaſonas 
ble thing in him to mur mur zpainſta Deſign which 
will moſt probably be advanitageons to Him, and 
may poflibly fave bim from rum? 80 that being 
unable to authorize bis Complaint Reaſon, he 
has nothing left to juſtify it but his : And 
what 2 pleaſant Perfon muſt he be, who ſets o 
(ctlleſs a thing as his _ _—_ 
the 


bY 2 _ 


(22) 
| the common Secutity of Traffick, and the Safety of 
ee 


Zut now I come tothe next Objection, which is, 
That the Duich will not fall in with a Deſign which 
concerted here. In anſwer to which I ſhall only 

take notice, that the Dutch are as immediately con- 

cern'd. (and perhaps more immediately) to put an 
end to the preſent War, than we; for if the 

War ſhould be protracted: 7, or 8, or 10 Years like 

the laſt, ſeveral deſtructive Accidents might very 

well-happen in that ſpace, which would not pro- 
bably happen in 3 Years. The Queen (whom God 
long preſerve) may die, ſo may the Emperor, {© 
may the King of the Romans; theſe things in ſeven 
or. eight, or ten Years, may fall out, conſidering 
the common condition of Mortality, and the 

Machinations of our Enemies: And in that caſe, 

conſidering. the preſent Confuſions of Eng- 


land, and the Diſtractions of the Empire, what 


would become of the Liberties of Europe, and of 
Holland particularly 2 Well then, the Dutch are 
concern d as immediately, or rather more immedi- 
ately than we to put a ſpeedy end to the War: 
Now. nothing can put a ſpeedy end to the War, but 
the entirely ruining the Commerce of the Enemy, 
and 9 our own; and the doing this, in 
three Fears time, would either bring down the 
French to our own Terms, or reduce them to fo 
poor a condition, that if any of theſe fatal Ac- 
cidents ſhould; happen, they would not be able 
to make their Advantage of them, but like an old 
Greyhound upon too hot a Courſe, they would 
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( 23) 

be fore d to ſie down; and only pant and blow up- 

on the Prey, which they would not be able to 

touch. Whether the Expedient above propoſed 

is ſufficient to the compaſſing this Deſign; I leave | 
to be determin d by the Impartial Reader: But if 
this Expedient is ſufficient for the ruining the 

French Commerce, and the ſecuring our own, Why 

then the Duteh would act moſt unreaſonably, if at 

a time when we ſo chearfully contribute, beyond 

what we are obliged to by antient Treaties, to their 
1 Support and Aſſiſtance by Land, where their Dan- 

ger is ſo much greater, and ſo much nearer than 

ours ; they ſhould refuſe to contribute their part 

to our common Support at Sea, where our Con- 
cen:meguale ow wilds ene 0 

But if it be objected, that moſt of the Forces a+ 

board theſe Subordinate Veſlels, being to conliſt of 
Landmen, it would be unreaſonable to expect 
that the Dutch ſhould ſend Land. Forces to Sea, at 
the very time that they borrow of their Neigh - 
bours to defend their Frontiers: To that we an- 
ſwer, that we may raiſe Landmen for the Duich, 
and the Dutch in return ſupply us with Seamen. 


4 
3 
+: 

* 

* 
3 
1 

"7 
© F; 
I 
„ 

4 

1 

= 

* 
7 * 
* 

4 
is 
1:2 

Ms 
. 
=” 
1 
. WV 
© 
#4 
1 
1 
v'S. 
be 


1 

N 

1 

2” 

- 

* 

— 

* 
45 + 
* 
WT; 

-£ 
„ 


Suppoſing then that the Dutch will join with us, 
I I ſhall proceed to the next Objection, which is, 
that the French and Spaniſþ Pri vateers will outnum- 
ber the foreſaid Veſſels, and conſequently over- 
pow'r them. In order to the anſwering this, I de- 
fire leave to take notice of the moſt remarkable 
Differences in the Conſtitution de may ſo.call 
3 it) of the French Privateers, and the.abovementi- 
i oned Veſſels, and then a hne 
2 | thoſe 
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(26) 
des dustese oc neceſlarily lere on ee 
Amiens, and om their Condutt 
irc then, The Privateers figiit only tor e 
on Inteteſt, whereas che foreſaid Veſſels are ſup - 
e men 


"Secondly, The Privatecrs ight forthe moft pa rt 
= this Condition, tohave 3 
theothers are . are e Nad 


the others will have that, and <be Spur of Hovoee 
and Ambition beſides; for if they do well in the 
Queen's Service, they may expect Advaneement 
from Her. From which differencey ia their Conſti- 
eration, there wonld follow theſe confiderable ones 
in cheir ConduRt: N eee 
each Wichin it ſeif, and each of them abſolurely 
independent of others, would act ſor the moſt part 

2 r rang in Voncert aan hardly aber 
End, "which is, to earich themiclves; for they 

can farce get d many together as to be potent e- 
nougb for a trading Fleet and its Convoy, and. 
they could never find their Aceount While they 
were together imploy'd * taking of fingle Sys: 
Mit while they ad fingly, or dee theeeke 
np, the forememtion'd Veſſels would act in 
concert, Aufs within call one of another, as 
Generel and Sdbeltern Officers Hike = a 

Royal Navy or which reaſon the Privateers 
world dem or never have any Advantage over 
. 
uch 


did ſo, would have both Ambition and Intereſt to 


1 8 


627 55 


ſueh zn Ad: 


Ineitement, would hardy be indiced to 
— wage grext deal more danger. of, 


whereas out Ships acting in concert, and ypan g 
cafion in oonfiderable numbers, would ofterr . 
have the of the Privateers”; when 


they had not, would be 'd by honour to at- 
— them on the ſquare ; and whereas they who 


ſuſtain them, the others would have 
vate Intereſt. *Tis true indeed, 7 
Pyivateers angment the 55 
of Anjou's'« — Mioh to the Crown of e 3 but 

wil not be much, beczuſe the 
ther mueh Mony, nor 5 
And if ſbibetimes our Oruizers alone, Sing 


the 


time of the late War, made ſuch terrible work with. 
the Freu Privateers, and would have made ne 


if they had not been too rütuble and too li 
them z What muſt not * > backed by ang welt 
proportion'd a Porce do, thoſe ve 

Cruizers? Blow would thoſe Privateers get 1470 
S. Malo, or Dans? or how would . 5 in 
again with their lunder, when thoſe Ports x grin 

be bloek'd up by our foreſaid Veſſi 92 
our Fourth- rate Cruers? Or would they not be 
afraid eo venture when the Hazard is ſo great, 7 
the Gain ſo uneertain? and when in o Sea, it. 
would be difficuleſor them to our trad- 
ing Ships from the very Veſſels chat would lic in: 
wait fer their Ruip. But if it ſhould be urgd 
e French King in a very little time would 


for. 


vantage, dro Gi ang thu geg 


their own Ships, than of qaking cheir 3 | 


iar di N 
0 ſpare :- 


- — — ; 


- foruſiggabes 


ted on his On acco 


debt. But hy what 185 


for the keeping the Nation out of Debt. For, 


0 webs ſhould 


(6 
Method. ang ſnd out his Wp. 


unt, back d, by ſome of 
N War, in Numbers and A 


e To chat 


ſuffieient 
LPT AS, that: h 8 
ah.to. ſupply; both, his Navy; 
0 th ” * Vellals: and that if he could. 
e een infallibly bring on a Sea - ſight, 
which is the very ng that we chiefly ought to 
deſire. ...;, .--, W | - 9150pt's $03 110 (235 - 63 
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now 1 another Gbjection, lieh 
qv 


hat the Mony ſet apart for making the Loſſes 
ood, would be inſufficient, and that conſequently 
Deſign would bring the Nation more into 
been ſaid already, and by, 

what. ſhall be. now aid, I doubt not of mak. 
ing it appear, that it would be an infallible Means 


firſt, we have ſhewn in the preceding por gta 
that the French ould not be likely to take many 
of gur Ships, and conſequentiy this Method by 
faving che Ships, would preſerye the Cuſtoms, 
and fo prove a conſiderable Support to one of the 


0 Branches of the Publick Revenue. But, 


condly, ſince this Method will binder them from 
aking our Sbips z we mult take theirs if they ſtir, 
and conſequently, there would be more Mony 
coming to the Queen, as well as to the Seamen to 
encourage them: Beſides, that ſeveral of the Ships 
which we bake from FR: might be imploy d in 
the bebte of as many of the hir d ones, and ſo leſ- 


ſen th c Charge of Ni Undertaking, . But if on 
* other ſide 3 — ips ſhould. not ſtir out, we 
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8 ſhonld 110 our -BufineG without taking the 1 


they cannot ſubſiſt wiuhout Commerce. Third- 
ly, The Mony coming in daily at the Cuſtom- 
houſes for Inſurance, may ſave the-Goyernment 
the borrowing of ſeveral Sums,' and conlequently 
fave the Nation a great deal in extravagant Inte- 
reſt: Fourthly, The Mony that may be paid for 
Importations at the Out- ports, and particularly at 
Jamaica and *Barbadoes, may fave the Queen. a 
great deal of Charge, as well as Trouble and Time 
in Remittances thither. Fifthly 21 The pr ſccuion . 
of this Method will capacitate us the Weber to 
make an end of the War, and conſequently ena- 
ble us the ſooner to get out of Debt, aud ſo may 
ſave us vaſt Sums in Intereſt and in Principal. 
mu Nod N33. 101 ; bwollo 0 1 434 
There remains yet one more Objection, and that 
is; That this would be a needleſs Preparation, be- 
cauſe our Privateers encourag d, would anſwer all 
the Ends of it. To which I reply, That, firſt, the 
whole Number of Priyateers.-would; not amqun, 
to half the Force. Secondly, That that Number 
which ſhould be equipp'd of them, would not act 
in concert. Thirdly, That in Privateers the Seamen 
would not have half the Incouragement that they 
will have in this Subordinate Fleet: For we ſup- 
poſe, that beſides the ordinary Premiums upon 
Guns, ſuch a Proportion of the Prizes as ſhall 
be thought convenient, ſhall ſtill be allow d to the 
Officers and the Seamen. Fourthly, Our ordina- | 
ry Privateers would rarely attack thoſe of the E- 
nemy. . Fifthly, . The Gain to the Publick from - 
Privateers would not be ſo much by a Tenth Part. 
Sixthly, - 
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cxafe the French are a People of 
others far the moſt part carry out their Goods 
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Thus I have hid down the Method 1 


i Thoughts for the ſecuring of which come 
ifito * or t | Commerce, 
and wich the Ser 0 


e of the Duty that I owe my 
Country, oolip 
Aﬀetmbly whic 


the to propoſe to the Great 

is choſeh to repreſent ĩt at this im- 

clay; uncture. Whether the Method that I 

d be ſufficient to anfwet the End, I 
leave to be determin'd by that Muſtrious Aſſembly. 
If it to be effectual, I make no doubt but 
it will be followd; for then, tho we may be 
vitorious without it, yet we may not: but the 
ſecuring our Commerce will ſecure our Victory 3 
and the Repreſentatives: of 4 Great and a Wife 
People will, if they can help it, leave nothing to 
Fortune. If we can ſecurèe our Commerce, we 
miſt remain a free Independent People ; if we 
cantiot, we thay become a conquer'd Province. 


